Extract from the book, Safahat Min Sabr al-Ulam3a ‘Al
Shadz’id al-1lm Wa ‘t-Tahsilby Shaykh ‘Abdul Fattah
Abii Ghuddah; Report 43

‘Allamah Abu Sa‘id as-Sam®ani, the scholar who knew no rest
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43 — Among those who roamed countries and horizons, and traversed the world in eager
pursuit of knowledge was Imam Aba Sa‘d as-Sam‘ani [also called Abti Sa‘id with a y3°, as noted
by Ibn Khallikan] ‘Abdul-Karim ibn Muhammad al-Marwazi; a man of noble lineage, scion of
a house of knowledge and scholars, crown of a family of guardians of the Qur’an and the
Sunnah, and masters of the jurists. He was born in Marw in the year 506 AH and passed away
at the age of 56 in 562 AH, may Allah have mercy on him.
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He had reached such an extent in extensive travel and continual journeying that it scarcely
enters the imagination. It is as though the accounts of his journeys belong to legends, yet
they are more certain than the radiant dawn. He undertook journeys spanning close to
twenty years, knowing neither boredom nor fatigue, nor would he ever become satiated from
repeated draughts and continual quenching. He found no rest except in widening the scope
of his travels, seizing beneficial knowledge, increasing his teachers, and acquiring rarities,
until he became a singular landmark and a monument of scholarship.
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I shall present here selected passages from his richly detailed biography, drawn from four
sources:

o the Tabaqat ash-ShatiGyyah al-Kubra of Taj ad-Din as-Subki;

o the Tadhkirat al-Huftaz of ad-Dhahabi;

o the introduction of the editor Munirah Naji Salim to his Kitab at-Tahbir fi I-MuJam
al-Kabrr,



o and the introduction of the distinguished scholar-editor ‘Allamah Shaykh ‘Abdur
Rahman al-Mu‘allimi to the Kitab al-Ansab.
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Taj ad-Din as-Subki said, ‘He is ‘Abdul-Karim ibn Muhammad ibn Mansiir ibn Muhammad ibn
‘Abdil-Jabbar, the Hafiz Abt Sa‘d ibn al-Imam Aba Bakr ibn al-Imam Abu ‘I-Muzaffar ibn al-
Imam Abl Mansir ibn as-Sam‘@ni. The Crown of Islam, son of the Crown of Islam;
the muhaddith of the East; the author of beneficial and impressive scholarly works; a man of
leadership, nobility, and authentic lineage!
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Mahmiid al-Khwarazmi said, ‘His is the most exalted house in the lands of Islam, the greatest
and most venerable in the legal sciences and religious affairs. He said, ‘The predecessors and
successors of this household are exemplars for the scholars and models for the virtuous’
Leadership was entrusted to them, and authority was vested in them. They surpassed the
imams of their age across all regions by merit, and they presided over them by virtue of
excellence and juristic mastery, not through wealth and brazenness. End of quotation.
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He was born on the 21t of Sha‘ban in 506 AH in the city of Marw. His father, Imam Abu Bakr,
took him to Nisabiir in 509 AH and presented him at sessions of transmission, when he was
in his 4t year, before ‘Abdul-Ghaffar ash-Shirtyi, Aba ‘1-‘Al2> ‘Ubayd ibn Muhammad al-
Qushayri, and others. He had previously presented him in Marw before AblGi Mansir
Muhammad ibn ‘Ali al-Kura‘ and others.
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His father passed away in 510 AH, having commended him to Imam Ibrahim al-Marriidhi, the
author of at-Ta%igah. Abu Sa‘d studied jurisprudence under him, refined his character, and
was raised among his paternal uncles and family. When he reached adolescence, he devoted



himself to the Qur’an and jurisprudence, and applied himself to hadith and its audition. His
journeys expanded to encompass Khurasan, Asbahan, Transoxiana, Iraq, the Hijaz, Syria, and
Tabaristan. He visited Jerusalem while it was in the hands of the Christians and performed
Hajj twice.
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He heard personally from al-Furawi, Zahir ash-Shahhami, Hibatullah as-Sayyidi, Tamim al-
Jurjani, ‘Abdul-Jabbar al-Khuwari, Isma‘l ibn Muhammad ibn al-Fadl the Hafiz, ‘Abdul-
Mun‘im ibn al-Qushayri, Abii Bakr Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul-Baqi al-Ansari, ‘Abdur Rahman ibn
Muhammad ash-Shaybani al-Qazzaz, and countless others too numerous to list. Ibn an-Najjar
said, ‘I heard someone mention that the number of his teachers reached 7,000 This is
something no one has attained.
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He authored Mu§am al-Buldan recording the towns in which he heard hadith. He returned
to his homeland of Marw in 538 AH. He married and was blessed with a son, Abi ‘I-Muzaffar
‘Abdur-Rahim. He then travelled with him to Nisablr and its environs, Harat and its
surroundings, Balkh, Samarqand, and Bukhara, compiling a Mu§amfor him. He then
returned with him to Marw. He laid down the staff of travel after traversing the land
extensively, and turned to authorship, dictation, preaching, and instruction.
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A group of his teachers and peers heard from him. Those who narrated from him include the
foremost hafiz Abti ‘1-Qasim ibn ‘Asakir, his son al-Qasim ibn ‘Asakir, Abi Ahmad ibn
Sukaynah, ‘Abdul-‘Aziz ibn Manina, Abia Rawh ‘Abdul-Mu‘izz al-Harawi, his son Aba ‘l-
Muzaffar ‘Abdur-Rahim ibn as-Sam‘ani, Yusuf ibn al-Mubarakah al-Khaffaf, and others.
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He returned to his city of Marw after having traversed the world in his travels. He remained
engaged in compilation and authorship, as well as transmitting hadith and teaching at the
‘Amidiyyah school. He disseminated knowledge until he passed away as one of the imams of
the Muslims in many sciences, the most intimately associated of which was hadith, in all its
varied disciplines.
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His companion and friend, the great Hafiz Aba ‘-Qasim ibn ‘Asakir mentioned him in 7arikh
Dimashgq and praised him saying, ‘He is now without dispute the Shaykh of Khurasan, by
virtue of truthfulness and genuine mastery, extensive hearing of volumes and composed
works. May Allah preserve him for the dissemination of the Sunnah and make him attain the
deeds of the people of Paradise’
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Hafiz Abl Sa‘d passed away in the last third of the night of the first of Rabi‘ al-Awwal in the
year 562 AH in the city of Marw and was buried in the Sinjadan cemetery of Marw, may Allah
have mercy on him. End of quotation.
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After praising him and describing him with lofty epithets, Hafiz Dhahabi said, ‘He was
intelligent and perceptive, a fast and elegant writer. He taught, issued fatwas, preached, and
dictated. He wrote from everyone, high and low. He was reliable, a hafiz, an authority,
extensively travelled, upright, pious, of fine conduct, an excellent companion, and possessor
of a vast memorised corpus.

VT oy azgii 332 O 5] oo Camaiy (Sslagdl 3900 ¢ oo 0yac E580 ploYl Bdlall- Ll Lol S
gowly (s> Layyb celsoll Garkd) (ailVlg Jls il 548 wawladll ko OlSs >l agly pl sosis 1idg (G

gl (aclox aie Wasg (l,éls adulie aio godw (s Bero &5 cal>)l
Ibn an-Najjar, the Hafiz, imam, and historian of his age, Muhammad ibn Mahmid al-Baghdadi
said, “I heard those who said that the number of his shaykhs was 7,000 This is a feat that no
one else has achieved. He was an elegant author, abundant in beneficial conversation and
recitation of poetry, delightful in gentle humour, gracious, a hafiz, extensively travelled,



reliable, truthful, and pious. His own shaykhs and contemporaries heard from him, and
several scholars transmitted to us from him. End of quotation.
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In the introduction written by Professor Munirah Naji Salim from Iraq, to his book at-7ahbir
fi I-MuGam al-Kabir, the following appears which I have excerpted the following with some
additions and modifications,
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‘Imam al-Hafiz Abu Sa‘d as-Sam‘ani at-Tamimi al-Marwazi ash-Shafi‘T was born in the city of
Marw in Khurasan. He grew up in a family whose every member was either a scholar, a hafiz,
amuhaddith, a jurist, a literary figure, a preacher, or an orator. He was nourished by
knowledge from its richest springs and was set on the path of the jurists and scholars in the
very prime of his youth.
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His father devoted great attention to him. Very early in his life, he presented him for audition
(of hadith) before the most eminent shaykhs of Marw. He then travelled with him to Nisabar
[the city of hadith and its scholars] in 509 AH. His age at that time was three and a half years
old. His father, both in Marw and in Nisabir, would bring him to the sessions of
the muhaddith@in. He would write down for him whatever they dictated or whatever was read
to them in those sessions while he was present. He would record it and verify it, so that it
might serve as a source his son could refer to and transmit from when he grew up. He also
obtained ijazah (licences of transmission) for him from them. By this means, his son acquired
elevated chains of transmission from the shaykhs of his era, and these licences, auditions,
and recitations formed the foundation of his earliest scholarly material.
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As for his shaykhs, Abii Sa‘d received the sciences of hadith and acquired various branches of
knowledge from a vast number of teachers. Among his shaykhs were muhaddithiin, huffaz,
jurists, dialectical scholars, exegetes, reciters, preachers, literary figures, poets, and
grammarians. Ibn an-Najjar said, “I heard it said that the number of his shaykhs was 7,000.
This is something that no one else has achieved.”
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Meeting this vast number of scholars demanded tremendous effort. Abii Sa‘d was able to
endure exhausting hardships and to overcome the obstacles that confronted him in meeting
the shaykhs. He did not content himself with meeting the scholars of the city to which he
travelled; rather, he would also meet the shaykhs of villages and districts. He would move
from one village to another and from one neighbourhood to another. Likewise, he moved
through alleyways, lanes, gateways, and market stalls. Even on the road of travel itself he
would hear hadith and engage scholars in scholarly discussion.

J5) W ol 8,8 V>, @ 0lSy (s lowd ilowwl Beawlw @iae @i o 18T (] 2o 9l J>, 199

Abi Sa‘d travelled to more than 100 cities. I shall list their names later. He undertook many
journeys, the most significant of which were three.
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The first journey lasted approximately ten years, extending from Khurasan in the east to
Syria in the west, and from Iraq in the north to the Hijaz in the south, spanning from 529 to
538 AH.
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‘Abdul-Fattah said, “I leave it to ‘Allamah Shaykh ‘Abdur Rahman al-Mu‘allimi to recount an
aspect of this journey, and I shall reproduce his words. He said, may Allah have mercy on him,
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‘The father of Abi Sa‘d as-Sam‘ani passed away when his son was approximately three and a
half years old. Abii Sa‘d was taken into the care of his guardian and his paternal uncles. All of
them were among the finest scholars, and they looked after him with utmost care. He
memorised the Qur’an, studied jurisprudence, Arabic, and literature, and began hearing
hadith alongside his paternal uncles. After he approached his 20t year, he began hearing on
his own, though they did not permit him to travel until somewhat later.
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Abi Sa‘d persistently urged them to permit him to travel to Nisabir, in order to hear
Sahih Muslim from the sole surviving transmitter of it, the long-lived, reliable, and
accomplished Abt ‘Abdullah Muhammad ibn al-Fadl al-Furawi, born in 441 AH and deceased
in 530 AH, whose death was expected any day. Despite his eminence in learning, al-Furawi
had become distinguished with being the sole transmitter of Sahih Muslim through an
elevated and illustrious chain. There were only three intermediaries between him and
Muslim, even though approximately 270 years separated their deaths. Were he to pass away
without Abli Sa‘d having heard from him, it would be a grief in his heart that could never
heal. They did not grant him permission until he had passed his 22" year, and they did not
allow him to travel alone; rather, his uncle Aba ‘l-Qasim Ahmad ibn Manstr as-Sam‘ani
travelled with him.
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Abli Sa‘d became constrained by that affectionate yet restrictive care. When he had
completed his audition of Sahih Muslimin Nisabir from al-Furawi, his uncle wished to return
with him to his homeland. Abt Sa‘d had no recourse but to hide, hoping his uncle would grow
tired of waiting, go home, and leave him to roam the centres of learning as he wished. But his
uncle proved more patient than him. He remained in Nisabiir until Abii Sa‘d grew weary of
staying in concealment. He then emerged and complied with his uncle in returning with him.
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It was as though he continued to argue his case to his uncle and to explain that he was
compelled to travel, and that there was no reason to prevent him from journeying alone. He
may also have written to his other uncle and guardian who then responded by granting him
permission. His uncle gave him leave while they were both in Tts.
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Abi Sa‘d returned to Nisabiir and stayed there for a year, after which he set out to traverse
the centres of knowledge in the world for several years. His journeys expanded, and his two
uncles and guardian passed away in Marw while he was still travelling.

I present here what he himself stated under the entry of as-Sam‘ani in his book a/-Ansab, as
he speaks of the Sam‘ani household: his fathers, forefathers, and paternal uncles,
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“[...] My other younger uncle was my teacher, from whom I studied figh, and upon whom I
annotated notes on khilafand portions of the madhhab; Abii ‘1-Qasim Ahmad ibn Mansir as-
Sam‘ani. He was a distinguished, learned imam, and a skilled debater. a mufti and a preacher,
eloquent in his preaching, a poet of fine verse, possessing abundant virtues and numerous
merits. He was modest, dignified, steadfast, patient, and forbearing.
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I selected passages in his presence and read to him [what he acquired] from his teachers. I
travelled with him to Sarakhs, and we returned together to Marw. We departed to Nisabar in
Shawwal in the year 529. His departure was on my account, for I had wished to travel to hear
the hadith of Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri, and so he listened to the Sahif alongside me.
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He resolved to return home, and I remained behind, concealing myself in order to stay in
Nisabir after his departure. He waited until I emerged and returned with him to Tas. I then
parted from him, with his permission, to Nisabir, and he returned to Marw. I remained in
Nisabir for a year, then departed to Isbahan. I did not see him after that. He passed away in



the year 534. The news of his death reached me while I was in Baghdad, and we held a
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mourning gathering for him there.” End of al-Mu‘allami’s words.
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The second journey lasted six years, from 540 to 546. He confined himself during it to visiting
most of the cities of Khurasan: Nisabir, Sarakhs, Marw ar-Rtudh, Harat, Balkh, and Nasa.
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He took with him on this journey, his son, Abi ‘I-Muzaffar ‘Abdur-Rahim, born in Nisabir at
the end of the year 537, At that time he was approximately three years of age. He travelled
with him through the lands of Khurasan and Transoxiana. He brought him to the sessions of
hadith audition there and procured for him copies of books and individual fascicles whose
audition sessions he attended. He compiled for him a mu9am of his teachers in 18 parts,
and awaliof hadith (higher-chained hadiths which he had him hear) in two substantial
volumes.
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The third journey lasted for four years, from 549 to 552, to the lands of Transoxiana. He visited
Samarqgand, Bukhara, Nasaf, and other cities, and on his return route to Marw he passed
through the city of Khuwarazm. He then settled in his homeland until his death in the year
562, may Allah have mercy upon him. The total duration of his three journeys was
approximately 20 years, and his movements throughout them were as the poet said:
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A day at Huzwa and a day at al-‘Aqiq, and a day

at al-Udhayb, and a day at al-Khulaysa>’
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The following are the names of the most notable cities and towns he journeyed to, arranged
alphabetically:
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Abiward, Arghiyan, Astarabadh, Asadabadh, Isfarayin, Ashftrgan, Isbahan, Amul Tabaristan,
Amul Khwarazm, al-Anbar, Awana.
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Badhaghis, Bashinan, Balis, Baltiz, Bukhara, Badhash, Badhikhiin, al-Barraniyyah, Barstikhan,
Bardijird, Bistam, al-Basrah, Baghdad, Baghshiir, Balkh, Banj Diyah, Bishanaj, Bayt al-Maqdis,
Baysan, Bayhaq, Bushtangan.
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Tirmidhh, Tikrit, Tall Abi Hafs, Tall ‘Aqarqaf, Tall Ya‘far, Tath.
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Jabir, Jarbadaqan, Jurjan, Jurwa’an, Jaltlatayn, Jawraqgan, Jawzjan, Jawzdan, Jawsaqan, Jayy.
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Hittin, al-Hafar, Halab, Hulwan, Hamah, Hims.
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Khabaran, Khakhsar, Khalabarzan, Kharjan, Kharjird, Khuwar al-Rayy, Khwarazm, Khajan.
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Darayya, Damghan, Dabir, Darzijan, Darghim, al-Dizaq al-‘Ulya, Dimashgq, Dimima, Dawnag,
Dayr al-Hafir, Diwanjah.
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ar-Rafigah, Rawanir, ar-Rabadhhah, Rabinahan, Raqqat Baghdad, Raqqat al-Jazirah, Runan,
Rudhbar, al-Rayy.
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Zubalah, Zamakhshar, Zamlakan, Zandakhan, Zandarzan.
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Sariyah, Sawah, Sarakhs, Sakajkath, Simnan, Sinjar, Sinjabast, al-Sin.
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Shulanjird, Shawkan.
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Sagharj (also pronounced Sagharj) Salihan, Sarsar, Sarifin, San‘a® Dimashq, Sur.
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Tabaran, Tasabandha, Talaqan, Tabaristan, Tamisah, Tarin, Tasan, Tihran.
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‘Asqalan, al-‘Aqr, ‘Akka, ‘Ukbara.
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Faz, Farawah, Farkhiir Dhizah, Falkhar, Fam as-Silh, Fundin, Fayd.
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Qashan, Qarmisin, Qasamil, Qustanah, Qasran, Qasr Kinkiwar, Qinnasrin, Qiimis, Qaysariyyah.
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Kar, Kaziyyarkah, al-Karaj, Karminiyyah, al-Kafah.
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Marbanan, Malin Harat, Ma Wara> an-Nahr, Majd Abadh, Marw ar-Radh, al-Mawsil,
Mayhanah.
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Nabulus, Namish, Nasa, Nasaf, Nasrabadh, an-Nu‘maniyyah, Nawqan, Nahawand, an-
Nahrawan, Nayrab, Nisabdr.
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Wasit al-‘Iraq, Wasit Tas, Wakhshuman, Wadhar, Warkan, Waydhabadh.
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Harat, Hamdhan.
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As for his precious and invaluable works; spanning the sciences of hadith, rijal, history,
genealogy, figh, ustl, khilaf, tafsir, ethics, and other fields, they reached 68 compositions, as
stated by the scholar Munirah Naji Salim in her introduction to at-7ahbir fial-MuGam al-
Kabir. She indicated that she enumerated them in the study section of that work. As this book
is not presently before me, I present the names of the most important and substantial of them
from al-Mu‘allimi’s introduction to a/-Ansab, as he recorded them there.
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He said, ‘Ibn an-Najjar transmitted the names of Abti Sa‘d’s works and their extents, from Abi
Sa‘d’s own handwriting. We therefore present them in his order,
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1. Dhayl Tarikh Baghdad Ii ‘] Khatib (Supplement to the History of Baghdad).
In 400 manuscript fascicles (tagahs).

Adh-Dhahabi said, “It appears to me that a fagah is half a kurras” Az-Zirikli transmitted this
in al~A9am. Ton Khallikan said, “Approximately 15 volumes.”
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2. Tarikh Marw (History of Marw).
500 manuscript fascicles.

Ibn Khallikan said, ‘It exceeds 20 volumes.’
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3. Tiraz adh-Dhahab fiAdab at-Talab(The Golden Embellishment Regarding the
Etiquette of Seeking Knowledge).
150 manuscript fascicles.
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4. al-Isfar ‘an al-Asfar (The Unveiling Concerning Journeys).
25 manuscript fascicles.
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5. al-Imla’ wa ‘I-Istimla’ (Dictation and Auditory Transcription).
50 manuscript fascicles.

Published in Leiden and later reproduced in Beirut.
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6. at-Tadhkirah wa ‘t-Tabsirah (The Reminder and Insight).
150 manuscript fascicles.
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7. MuYam al-Buldan (Lexicon of Lands).
50 manuscript fascicles.
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8. MuYam ash-Shuyiikh (Lexicon of Teachers).
80 manuscript fascicles.
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9. Tuhfat al-Musafir (The Traveller’s Gift).



150 manuscript fascicles.
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10. at-Tuhaf wa ‘I-Hadaya (Gifts and Presents).
25 manuscript fascicles.
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11. 9zz al-‘Uzlah (The Honour of Seclusion).
70 manuscript fascicles.
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12. al-Adab fi Isti‘mal al-Hasab (Etiquette in Employing Noble Lineage).
5 manuscript fascicles.
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13. al-Manasik (The Rituals of Pilgrimage).
60 manuscript fascicles.
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14. ad-Da‘awat al-Kabir (The Major Supplications).
40 manuscript fascicles.
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15. ad-Da‘awat al-Marwiyyah ‘an al-Hadrah an-Nabawiyyah (Supplications Narrated
from the Prophetic Presence).
15 manuscript fascicles.
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16. al-Hathth ‘ala Ghusl al-Yadayn (Encouragement Toward Washing the Hands).
5 manuscript fascicles.
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17. Afanin al-Basatin (The Varieties of Gardens).
15 manuscript fascicles.
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18. Dukhil al-Hammam (Entering the Bathhouse).
15 manuscript fascicles.
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19. Fada’il Salat at-Tasbih (The Virtues of the Prayer of Glorification).
10 manuscript fascicles.
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20. at-Tahdya wa ‘1-Hadaya (Greetings and Gifts).
6 manuscript fascicles.
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21. Tuhfat al-9d fi ‘t-Tabagat al-9Idayn(The Gift of the Festival Regarding the
Biographical Classes of the Two 9ds).
30 manuscript fascicles.
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22. Fadl ad-Dik (The Virtue of the Rooster).
5 manuscript fascicles.
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23. ar-Rasa’il wa ‘[-Wasa’il (Epistles and Means).
15 manuscript fascicles.
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24. Sawm al-Ayyam al-Bid (Fasting the White Days).
15 manuscript fascicles.
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25. Salwat al-Ahbab wa Rahmah al-Ashab (The Consolation of Loved Ones and the Mercy
of Companions).
5 manuscript fascicles
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26. at-Tahbir fi I-Mu9am al-Kabir (The Embellishment Concerning the Major Lexicon).
300 manuscript fascicles.

It was later printed in two large verified volumes. (This is what Shaykh ‘Abdul Fattah Aba
Ghuddah was quoting from. It was printed by Munirah Naji Salim in 1395)
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27. Fart al-Gharam ila Sakini ash-Sham (Excessive Longing for the Inhabitants of Syria).
15 manuscript fascicles.
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28. Maqam al-Ulama’ Bayna Yaday al-Umara’(The Position of Scholars Before Rulers).
11 manuscript fascicles.
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29. al-Musawah wa ‘[-Musafahah (Equality and Handshaking).
13 manuscript fascicles.
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30. Dhikrd Habib Rahal wa Bushra Mashib Nazal(The Remembrance of a Departed
Beloved and Glad Tidings of Descending Grey Hair).
20 manuscript fascicles.
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31. al-Amali al-Khams Mi’ah (The Five Hundred Dictations).
200 manuscript fascicles.
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32. Fawa’id al-Mawa’id (Benefits of Gatherings).



200 manuscript fascicles.
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33, Fadl al-Hirrah (The Virtue of the Cat).
3 manuscript fascicles.
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34. al-Akhtar fi Rukab al-Bihar (The Dangers of Sea Travel).
7 manuscript fascicles.
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35. al-Hadiyyah (The Gift).
3 manuscript fascicles
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36. Tarikh al-Watah Ii ‘I-Muta’akhkhirin min ar-Ruwah (The History of the Deaths of
Later Narrators).
15 manuscript fascicles.
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37. al-Ansab (Lineages).
350 manuscript fascicles
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38. al-Amali(The Dictations).
60 manuscript fascicles
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39. Bukhar Bakhir Bukhara (The Fragrance of the Incense of Bukhara).
20 manuscript fascicles.

8l gzw Olanall (| Olasl puass -5 -



40. Taqdim al-Jifan ila ad-Dayfan (Presenting Platters to Guests).
70 manuscript fascicles.
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41. Salah ad-Duha (The Forenoon Prayer).
10 manuscript fascicles.
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42. as-Sidq fi as-Sadagah (Truthfulness in Friendship).
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43. ar-Ribh wa ‘I-Khasarah fi ‘I-Kasb wa ‘t-Tijarah (Profit and Loss in Earning and Trade).
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44, Raf*al-Irtiyab an Kitabat al-Kitab (Removing Doubt Regarding Letter Writing).
4 manuscript fascicles.
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45. an-Nuzia“ila I-Awtan wa ‘n-Niza“ila -lkhwan (Yearning for Homelands and
Inclination Toward Brethren).

oaidll 53 plaiYl go 8l arass (sl ploYl > -£1

46. Hathth al-Imam ala Takhfif as-Salah ma‘a ‘I-Itmam (Encouraging the Imam to
Lighten the Prayer While Completing It Properly).
2 manuscript fascicles.
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47. Laftat al-Mushtaq ila Sakin al-9raq(The Gesture of the Longing One Toward the
Inhabitant of Iraq).
4 manuscript fascicles.
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48. as-Sa’d wa ‘I-‘Add li-man Iktana bi-Abi Sa‘d (Fortune and Enumeration for Whoever
Adopted the Kunyah Aba Sa‘d).
30 manuscript fascicles.
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49. Fada’il ash-Sham (The Virtues of Syria).
2 manuscript fascicles.
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50. Fadl Yasin (The Virtue of Stirah Yasin).
2 manuscript fascicles.
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51. Kitab al-Halawah (The Book of Sweetness).
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52. al-MuGam alladhi Allatahu li-Tbnihi Abi ‘I-Muzaffar (The Lexicon He Authored for His
Son Abii al-Muzaffar).
18 volumes.
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53. ‘Awali Ibnihi Abi ‘I-Muzaftar (The Elevated Chains of His Son Aba al-Muzaffar).
Compiled by Abii Sa‘d for his son. Two volumes.

End of al-Mu‘allimi’s words, may Allah have mercy upon him.
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These represent the majority of Abi Sa‘d as-Sam‘ani’s works, of which fifteen compositions
remain extant. He authored all of them within a period not exceeding ten years, following his
return from the final journey and his settlement in his homeland of Marw, from the year 552
to 562, the year of his death. May Allah have mercy upon him, be pleased with him, and
honour him in the highest stations.
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Those are the lands to which he journeyed to. He traversed them on foot [or by mount] nearly
900 years ago. Since there was no automobile, no plane, no steamship, and no train, the sole
means of travel and movement was the foot alone for those without means, and the
exhausting mount for those of means, and how few were found among the people of learning.
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I have not mentioned the names of his teachers from whom he received knowledge, for that
would constitute an independent volume in itself, since they mentioned that they reach
7,000, as previously noted. He, himself authored extensive works specifically on them,
amounting to multi-volume books.
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Tell me, by your Lord, what longing for knowledge resided in the heart of this scholar; this
human, who traversed those lands, met those peoples, on weak and exhausting means when
such were available at all, and he composed these books whose very names and the
enumeration of their volumes astonish you? He wrote them alone with his own pen; he
gathered their material himself; he composed and verified them. All praise is due to Allah for
what hardship and toil he endured, and for what extraordinary effort and remarkable
capacity he expended in the service of knowledge and its acquisition. It is in Allah that hope

is placed that He reward him on behalf of Islam and its sciences with the finest of rewards.
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I ask pardon for this extensive elaboration in this biographical notice. My intention was that
it should itself serve as a spur to whoever reads it, and an impetus for the students of
knowledge who hears it: that it may bring him out from his laziness and lethargy into
diligence in knowledge and complete devotion to it. For reading a biography such as this;
despite its brevity relative to the stature of Abti Sa‘d as-Samani; stirs the resolve of hearts,
inspires yearning to become wholly absorbed in the beloved pursuit of knowledge, and



encourages the pursuit of a praiseworthy and lasting legacy. And Allah is the Granter of
success.



